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MARK PENDERGRAST

The Eclectic Writer

Or, How to Explore and Think About the Extraordinary World We Live In.

"Mark Pendergrast, the ultimate freelance journalist with an eclectic mind, writes about deceptively narrow topics that in fact have figured in world history for millennia…." – Steve Weinberg, Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Whether he is plumbing the murky recesses of the human mind, uncovering the original secret formula for Coca-Cola, gazing into a mirror’s mysterious depths, or picking coffee on volcanic mountainsides, Pendergrast has a gift for storytelling that turns historical facts into poignant and timely insights into ourselves and our world today. 

The acclaimed author of For God, Country & Coca-Cola, Victims of Memory, Uncommon Grounds, and Mirror Mirror, brings his unique brand of storytelling to live audiences everywhere. In talks that are riveting, surprising, historical, and sometimes hysterical, Mark Pendergrast truly educates and entertains his audiences.

What the Critics Say:

"In For God, Country & Coca-Cola, Mark Pendergrast has used Coca-Cola as a metaphor for the growth of modern capitalism itself. His research and storytelling skills are prodigious." -- Washington Post 

"Few coffee drinkers suspect that they are affecting American foreign policy, the domestic policies of Latin-American and African countries, and the habitat of migratory birds. Pendergrast shows how and why they are. He has taken on a huge subject. This encyclopedic volume, Uncommon Grounds, is the entertaining result." --New Yorker 

"Victims of Memory is an impressive account of remembering and misremembering events of vital personal importance. Pendergrast provides a readable and scholarly treatment of the issues. His style is engaging -- even riveting. --American Scientist

"PSST -- want to save $160,000? Don't send your son to college; slip him this book, Mirror Mirror, instead. It shoehorns an entire liberal arts education into a cultural history of mirrors that touches on architecture, anthropology, sex, painting, myth, religion, math, science, magic, astronomy, literature, business, espionage and warfare. -- New York Times Book Review












